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White House Opportunity Zone Conference: Vice Mayor Martin Thomas represented the City of Norfolk at 
the White House Opportunity Zone Conference with State, Local, Tribal and Community Leaders. The 
Conference was attended by representatives from 40 states and allowed the city to highlight our opportunity 
zones and projects.  President Donald Trump, Secretary Steven Mnuchin, and Secretary Ben Carson 
highlighted how the administration will continue to elevate the program by adding preferences to federal 
grants for opportunity zones projects. The Conference allowed for municipalities to share how they are 
leveraging the program within their communities.  
 
Regional Advocacy: The Hampton Roads Planning District Commission held a meeting with legislative liaisons 
from throughout the region to discuss joint advocacy ahead of next year’s General Assembly session.  The 
group discussed items such flooding, increased operating and infrastructure support for schools, 
transportation and transit, state support for joint land use studies, and offshore wind development. The 
group will continue to meet over the summer months and into the fall to assist in forming the region’s 2020 
legislative priorities.  
 
Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization: The Hampton Roads Transportation Planning 
Organization (HRTPO) met this week to receive updates from our transportation partners. Virginia 
Department of Transportation presented the alternatives for improvements on the Bowers Hill Interchange 
and shared the preliminary environmental impacts. Public comments and meetings will continue on the 
proposals. HRTPO also provided an update on the Regional Bridge Study and shared that while the percentage 
of structurally deficient bridges has decreased that the region will have a future funding challenge as our 
infrastructure continues to age. HRTPO also discussed its planning activities for the upcoming year that will 
include a study on Hampton Boulevard.  
 
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission: The Hampton Roads Planning District Commission met this 
week to discuss the regional flood insurance campaign that will educate our citizens on the importance of 
obtaining flood insurance. A website was created GetFloodFluent.org and a media campaign will occur over 
the coming months. The Commission also discussed regional construction standards to simplify construction 
and improve the quality of roads, utilities and other right-of-way improvements and received an update on 
a series of regional infrastructure initiatives that have the potential to increase the economic competitiveness 
of Hampton Roads.  
 

Norfolk Coaches Inspire Youth through a New Mentorship Program: Norfolk 
Recreation, Parks & Open Space (RPOS) kicked off a new mentorship program called 
#TURNT (previously called Coach’s Corner) on April 6th for youth ages 10 to 16 at the 
Norfolk Boxing Center. The purpose of #TURNT, which stands for Transforming, 
Unifying, Recognizing Norfolk Teens, is to teach leadership, life skills, personal 
development and engage in physical fitness and team building in a fun and interactive 

environment. More than 65 Norfolk youth were in attendance. Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) provided bus 
passes to participants for future sessions. The next #TURNT is May 4th at the Huntersville Community Center, 
11am – 1pm. Guest speakers will include Coach Brandon Plummer and Coach Stepney. Plummer is a former 
RPOS employee who is a second year Head Boys Basketball Coach at Maury High School. Stepney is a retired 
high school football coach at Booker T. Washington who coached several NFL players.  
 

 

file:///C:/Users/kmarkow/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/3BUYX1DF/GetFloodFluent.org
file:///C:/Users/kmarkow/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/3BUYX1DF/GetFloodFluent.org
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Norfolk Works, HRT, and TCC Launch New Joint Training Program: “DriveNOW”: The DriveNOW Program is a 
twelve-week training program that prepares Norfolk residents for a career as a Bus Operator with Hampton 
Roads Transit (HRT). The program, entirely free for eligible participants, offers training that will equip residents 
with a learners Commercial Driver’s License (CDL), a Virginia Career Readiness Certificate, and customer service 
and workplace essential skills. At the end of the fifth week of training, qualified trainees will be offered 
employment with HRT as a full-time Bus Operator. Once hired, participants will receive additional on-the-job 
training to earn their permanent CDL license, earn a starting wage of $14.55 per hour, be guaranteed 40 hours 
per week, receive health benefits following a probationary period, and begin an in-demand career with 
opportunities for advancement. 
 
Green Learning has a Place in Norfolk Schools Thanks to Public Works: In-School 
field trips are an integral part of Keep Norfolk Beautiful’s (KNB) and Stormwater’s 
educational outreach programs for Norfolk Schools students from Pre-K through 
the sixth grade. Since KNB’s programs kicked off in November of 2018, they have 
seen 780 students from across Norfolk and anticipate reaching 1,100 students 
before the end of the school year. Storm Water’s education program provides 
children with the city’s stormwater message of water quality. This fiscal year they have worked with ten Parks 
& Rec Centers for a total of 188 students through their Summer Camp program, and have reached eight 
different Norfolk schools, 50 classes and 1016 children through their outreach programming. 

Norfolk Happening Now! Upcoming Events for Your Awareness  

April 19 (6:30pm) NEON District Art Tours @Chrysler Museum of Art 

Downtown Norfolk Council has partnered with Norfolk Tour Company to offer free monthly walking tours of the 

NEON District April through October. The tours explore the District that now has more than 87 pieces of public art 

and a multitude of local businesses that make up the neighborhood fabric.   

 

April 20 (10am-2pm) Party for the Planet @Virginia Zoological Park 

Celebrate Earth Day and the animals that share our planet at the Virginia Zoo! Enjoy animal presentations 
on the ZooLive! stage, chat with Zoo staff while learning about eco-friendly enrichment for the animals and 
learn how you can support conservation here and abroad. 

April 20 (7:30-10pm) Leslie Jones, Comedian @Attucks Theatre 

You’ve seen this hilarious comedian and actress on “Saturday Night Live”—now see her live on stage at the historic 

Attucks Theatre as part of the Attucks at 100 celebration! 

 

April 20 (9am-11:30am) Norfolk's Shoreline Buffer Workshop @Lakewood Park ODU Women's Rowing Center  

The City Departments of Planning, Public Works and Recreation, Parks, and Open Spaces are teaming up to 
offer the 6th annual buffer workshop. 
 

April 23 (Informal Session 4:30 & Formal Session 7pm) City Council Meeting Informal Session @City Hall 

Informal session is held in 10th floor conference room; formal session is held in the City Council Chamber on the 

11th floor 

 

Video highlights of the latest happenings in Norfolk! 

Harbor Park LED Lights - Norfolk Tides 

Pinwheels for Prevention Planting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfpLrWdVX6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfpLrWdVX6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSGe3E1lvwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSGe3E1lvwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSGe3E1lvwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSGe3E1lvwI


3 

 

 

SIXTY-DAY TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS AND MEETING TOPICS 

 
 

April 23, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 

• Budget Worksession 3 
 

UPCOMING ITEMS FROM APRIL 25 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) text amendment to improve the consistency of development 
certificate requirements, replacement zoning certificates for new restaurants, minimum first-floor 
elevations of single-family dwellings, and parking requirements in BC districts, to correct clerical errors, and 
to remove unnecessary provisions. 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) text amendment to create a new Neighborhood Resilience Overlay 
(NRO) zoning district, the Colonial Place, Cruser Place, Riverview Neighborhood Resilience Overlay (CPRV-
NRO) district  

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) zoning map amendment to apply the Colonial Place, Cruser Place,  
Riverview Neighborhood Resilience Overlay (CPRV-NRO) district 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) text amendment to allow tattoo parlor as a principal use by 
Conditional Use Permit in the PCO-Colley and PCO-21st Street Districts 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) text amendment to allow Permanent Cosmetic Tattooing as an 
accessory use to full-service beauty salons 

• Christopher Clark (Applicant) rezoning to accommodate a mixed-use living with one dwelling unit at 840 
45th St 

• Brinshore Development (Applicant) rezoning to allow the construction of a multi-family apartment 
community development with 70 dwelling units at 501 Wood Str 

• Brinshore Development (Applicant) conditional use permit to allow the construction of a multi-family 
apartment community development with 70 dwelling units at 501 Wood St 

• Brinshore Development (Applicant) development certificate to allow the construction of a multi-family 
apartment community development with 70 dwelling units at 501 Wood St 

• Merrimac Market (Applicant) conditional use permit to a operate a new convenience store at 2812 E. 
Virginia Beach Blvd 

• La Yaroa Tropical Restaurant (Applicant) conditional use permit allow an existing restaurant to operate 
as a nightclub with on-premises alcohol sales and live entertainment with a disc jockey and dance floor 
at 3320 N. Military Hwy 

• City of Norfolk (Applicant) alter the existing right-of-way of Bluestone Ave between Melrose Pkwy and 
Monterey Ave by vacating a portion of it and accepting a re-dedication of another portion so as to 
maintain at least a 50-foot wide right-of-way 
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May 7, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 

• Budget Worksession 4 

• Planning Update 

• Public Hearing: RE Reassessment; Council Chambers 6:00 
 
 
May 9, 2019 

• Budget Worksession 5 (extra meeting, if needed) 
 
 
May 14, 2019 - ** Budget Adoption 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
 
 
UPCOMING ITEMS FROM May 23 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) modify Appendix C in the Table of Contents within plaNorfolk2030 
to adopt by reference A Vision for Wards Corner: Urban Development Area Plan 

• City Planning Commission (Applicant) zoning text amendment to amend parts of the demolition process 
in the Historic & Cultural Conservation zoning districts 

• Lisa Miller (Applicant) change of zoning to subdivide the property into three 5,000 square foot lots at 
5980 Curlew Dr 

• Amin Mohamed (Applicant) change of zoning to allow a mixed-use development with 7 dwelling units 
at 1855 Church St 

• YWCA South Hampton Roads (Applicant) conditional use permit to allow an assisted living facility at 
2333 Ballentine Blvd 
Living Room (Applicant) conditional use permit to allow a nightclub to operate with on-premises alcohol 
sales and live entertainment with a disc jockey and dance floor until 2:00 am at 700 N. Military Hwy 

• New Business 
o Development Certificate – The Hanson Company, LLC – 611-615 35th Street 
o Development Certificate – Within Interior Design, Inc. – 1008 Granby Street 

 
 
June 4, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
 
 
June 11, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
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June 25, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
 
 
July 2, 2019 
WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 

• STiR Update 
 
 
July 9, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
 

 

July 23, 2019 

WORKSESSION  
BRIEFINGS: 
 

City Council Recess  

July 30, 2019 – August 20, 2019 
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Council Interests 

School Board Meeting, 04/03/2018 
Office of Budget & Strategic Planning 

Work Session, 4:00 p.m.  
 
The School Board voted to let member Carlos Clanton participate electronically from the National Urban 
League conference in New York City. 
 
Educational Planning – Karren Bailey, Chief Accountability and Information Officer, reported on the 
feedback from meetings with parents at Coleman Place, Ingleside, and Sherwood Forest Elementary 
Schools; if feeder pattern changes are approved, students currently zoned for Lake Taylor Middle School at 
these schools will attend Norview Middle School.  Most of the reported parent concerns centered around 
specialty program and athletics program participation, and the administration was generally able to 
reassure the parents that these aspects of middle school would not be affected.   
 
Some School Board members contended that they were hearing further concerns via the Education 
Association of Norfolk, particularly from the Ingleside neighborhood.  Others championed reports of 
significant principal outreach beyond the community meetings.  School Board Chair Noelle Gabriel asked for 
a survey in addition to the meetings and delaying the vote to April 24.  Superintendent Melinda Boone 
responded that promising to have a survey up by Friday, April 5, was probably unrealistic, but that her staff 
could develop one in the next week.  By delaying the vote, the School Board makes it more difficult to 
finalize staffing at the schools involved.   
 
Ultimately, the School Board voted unanimously for the recommended feeder pattern changes with 
students currently at Ingleside Elementary to have the option of attending Lake Taylor or Norview Middle 
School until 2022.  
 
Update on the Saint Paul’s Area Transformation – Boone updated the School Board that the City of Norfolk 
is one of four finalists for the HUD Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grants, which should be 
announced very soon.  She participated on the panel for the site visit.  She is also actively meeting with the 
NRHA, and the NRHA is working with principals of impacted schools to set up staff meetings to make sure 
that teachers are adequately prepared to support families and can help dispel false rumors about the 
redevelopment process.  School Board Member Rodney Jordan commented that he and Christine Smith, 
who represent the Ward and Superward including St. Paul’s, would like to be integrally involved. 
Policy Discussion – School Board Members Tanya Bhasin and Adale Martin presented changes 
recommended by the Policy Committee.  The policy formerly known as Division Report Cards was updated 
to align with the new Virginia accreditation standards.  Service Animal guidelines were updated to cover the 
process for getting authorization to have service animals in locations other than schools.  Updates to the 
homework policies generated the most discussion; the committee updated the policies to better align with 
best practices research.  Recommended homework minimum time guidelines were changed to maximum 
time guidelines.  School Board members recommended adding language to encourage schools to offer a 
supportive environment for students who do not have equal access to quiet time or computers at home.  
Both the Service Animal and Homework policies will be available for public comment before being voted on 
in May. 
 
Special Education/Annual Planning Funds – Janice James-Mitchell, Senior Director of Learning Support for 
NPS, presented the 2019-2020 Special Education Annual Plan.  Full special education funding is contingent 
on full state approval of this plan.  Because Virginia identified the NPS system as disproportionately 
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identifying African American children with disabilities, NPS is required to develop a Coordinated Early 
Intervening Services (CEIS) Plan as well, designating 15% of FTF grant funds to support K-12 students not 
currently identified as needing special education but who need extra academic and behavioral supports to 
succeed in a general education environment.  The CEIS Proposed Plan would change the grade level focus 
from grades 6 and 9 to grades 6-7 and 9-10. 
 
Protocol Discussion – After Jordan objected to Deputy City Attorney Jack Cloud’s presence at agenda-
planning meetings, the School Board discussed that decision.  Cloud is invited after recent news stories 
accusing the School Board of not giving proper public notice of meetings.  Boone additionally asked for the 
opportunity to make a statement before going into closed session.  Jordan and Gabriel argued over 
whether the discussion of public notification of meetings was appropriate for closed session.  Clanton 
repeatedly asked to call the question of going into closed session.  The School Board voted 4-3 to adjourn to 
Closed Session to discuss the Superintendent’s Mid-Year Feedback, other personnel items, and the public 
notification for meetings. 
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       Attachments 

 States, Cities Add Sweeteners to Attract 'Opportunity Zone' 
Investors 

"With 8,700 low-income communities competing for private 
investment, some places are topping on the incentives to make 

themselves stand out.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The Future of Urban Transportation Will be Holistic 

"Cities need to evolve towards a mobility plan that interconnects 
walking with biking, public transit, and ride-sharing. To do that will 

require tech, partnerships and collaboration, say experts.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The Wrong — and Right — Way to Recycle 
"Single-stream systems have produced stagnating collection rates 

and soaring costs. Localities need to go back to the dual-stream past 
and invest in the future.” 

      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-opportunity-zones-extra-incentives.html
https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-opportunity-zones-extra-incentives.html
https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-opportunity-zones-extra-incentives.html
https://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-opportunity-zones-extra-incentives.html
https://www.govtech.com/fs/transportation/The-Future-of-Urban-Transportation-Will-be-Holistic.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202019-04-16%20Smart%20Cities%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:20431%5D&utm_term=Smart%20Cities%20Dive
https://www.govtech.com/fs/transportation/The-Future-of-Urban-Transportation-Will-be-Holistic.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202019-04-16%20Smart%20Cities%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:20431%5D&utm_term=Smart%20Cities%20Dive
https://www.governing.com/gov-institute/voices/col-dual-stream-recycling.html
https://www.governing.com/gov-institute/voices/col-dual-stream-recycling.html

