
Larchmont Edgewater Civic League 
April/May General Meeting 

20 June 2019 
 

● Call to order.  Vice-President Brian Collins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He 
recognized the LECL board members present:  GM Ziller, Chuck Davis, Gail Nicula.  He 
also recognized Norfolk city councilwoman Andria McClellan, the evening’s guest 
speaker. 

 
● Norfolk Police Department Update:  Mr. Davis explained that there has been a complete 

turnover in the Blue Sector, 3rd Patrol Division, Norfolk Police Department.  Our new 
CRO is Officer Bryan Johnson.   Officer Johnson has been with NPD for 11 years and has 
worked in various divisions within the department.  His cell phone:  757-710-2778.  His 
email: Bryan.Johnson@norfolk.gov. Texting him is the best way to reach him.  That said, 
he reminded everyone that in the case of an emergency, dial 911; don’t try to reach 
Officer Johnson first.  He encouraged everyone to report crimes and reminded 
attendees that posting on NextDoor is not the equivalent of reporting to the Police 
Department.  He commented that we should think of him as our liaison for a variety of 
city services.  30-day report: 16 car larcenies (which he thinks is a little high).  Most 
happened late at night.  

 
Also at the meeting:  Lieutenant Kevin (Terry) Crumpler.  LT Crumpler is the Blue Sector 

Commander, 3rd Patrol Division.  He has spent 22 years with the NPD.  Second time with 
3rd Patrol Division.  Very diverse experiences with NPD.  His cell phone:  757-536-6347. 
His email:  kevin.crumpler@norfolk.gov 

 
● ODU Police Report by Officer A. Pate.  29 moving violations in the recent 30 days. She 

reminded everyone to keep vehicles locked with no personal valuables unattended in 
the vehicle.  She recommends as a good safety measure a “dusk to dawn” bulb available 
at Walmart for about $5.00.  Keep shrubbery cut; look out for your neighbors; talk to 
each other!  We are the eyes and ears of the neighborhood. 

 
● Presentations/New Business/Announcements and Updates 

Andria McClellan, Councilwoman, Superward 6.  Mrs. McClellan is a Hampton Roads native; 
elected to Council in 2016.  She is particularly engaged with water quality and flooding 
issues; civic engagement and transparency; and technology.  She holds regular office hours 
every month as follows:  “I post this info on my FB page 
(www.facebook.com/andriafornorfolk) or folks can email me. My July office hours (city hall, 
10th fl) will be July 23 from 8am-12pm. Please email your preferred 30 min slot to 
andria.mcclellan@norfolk.gov.” 

 
a. Mrs. McClellan addressed the following questions: 
● Affordable housing:  The St. Paul’s Project.  Norfolk received a $30M Choice 

Neighborhood award from HUD.  Although there are 17 municipalities in the 
Hampton Roads region, 49% of the region’s public housing, mostly built in the 
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1950s and 1960s, is in Norfolk.  We have a total of 3600 units of public housing in 
the city.  The goal for St. Paul’s is a mixture of market rate, affordable housing, 
and voucher-based housing.  There will be “wraparound services” for residents, 
to include: Workforce development; education; transportation; and childcare.  A 
major goal for the new St. Paul’s community is to deconcentrate poverty and 
provide residents with paths to success.  At about 250 acres, it is one of the 
largest projects of its kind in the country.  Last year Norfolk identified “tipping 
point” neighborhoods, to ensure that neighborhoods like Ingleside, Monticello 
Village and Oakdale Farms would continue to be healthy, viable communities. 
Again, one of the goals is to not re-concentrate poverty. As a city, we need to do 
a better job to educate landlords to encourage them to accept vouchers.  The 
city knows that this is going to be a very challenging process.  See: 
https://www.stpaulsdistrict.org/ for more information. 

● MacArthur Mall.  Starwood is the owner.  The city is considering a variety of 
options to fill empty stores, including offices, residences and experiential spaces. 
(Remember that Military Circle has been essentially vacant for 10 years).   They 
have talked with Target, Dick’s Sporting Goods, and Whole Foods.  There will 
have to be hard discussions about investing taxpayer $$ in this area.  Target is 
not interested in taking over the Nordstrom location, but may be interested in 
coming elsewhere in Norfolk.  

● Parking issues on Colley Avenue.  Yes, the Planning Commission does consider 
parking issues.  They are working with the North Colley Business Association to 
develop a comprehensive approach for the North Colley (NoCo), Highland Park 
area.  Preliminary recommendations will be available in early July.  Left turns 
onto Colley are especially problematic.  There simply is not enough parking.  The 
available parking spaces at new businesses such as Hank’s and Elation Brewery is 
just not sufficient.  The city is continuing to work with ODU to find additional 
parking options.  Another concern is trash collection on Colley.  One neighbor 
reported that her son’s janitorial service picks up trash four times a day.  (N.B.: 
Parking requirements are now determined by the square footage of a business.) 
Comment from an attendee:  There are so many reserved parking spaces in 
parking decks that are empty at night and on weekends – why – what’s the logic? 
Mrs. McClellan agrees that there are many issues regarding Norfolk’s parking 
decks. 

● Post Office:  No news.  The city has tried to engage with USPS, but USPS hasn’t 
shared much information.  It is possible that the new LIDL store (Farm Fresh 
location on 21st Street) will share a space with a new post office, as LIDL does not 
plan to use the entire space.  Another location that has been mentioned is in the 
Food Lion shopping center on Colley Avenue near the railroad overpass. 

● Other questions:  What are the plans for the golf course by ODU?  Use of the golf 
course is declining although it has been a good use for a former landfill. The city 
reached an agreement to sell the golf course to the Hampton Roads Sanitation 
District.  See also: 
https://pilotonline.com/news/government/local/article_c7534fe8-2eb2-11e8-9e
02-77486c0a26a9.html 
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●  Norfolk received an $800,000 federal grant to Norfolk to use for timing 
stoplights.  The city is working on this in stages.  

● We should advertise Norfolk’s assets – the train station, for example, and the 
cruise terminal. Comment: There is advertising external to Norfolk that residents 
might not see. 

● The region’s brand and identity:  This is a continuing discussion!  We need to tell 
our story better.  Mrs. McClellan is the Vice-Chair of the Hampton Roads 
Planning District Commission (HRPDC) and is focusing on regional cooperation, 
to include better internet options, offshore wind jobs,and much more. 

● Flooding.  What is the long-term plan?  Not enough, but more than most other 
cities in the country.  Norfolk hired the country’s first Chief Resilience Officer. 
We are focused on climate change adaptation.  Norfolk has identified $1B in 
storm water projects.  RISE Accelerator and much more is happening – but it still 
isn’t enough.  We are looking at special service tax districts, allowing residents of 
a specific geographic area to identify projects that they want in their 
neighborhood.  There is a very high bar to meet to make this happen.  See: 

https://pilotonline.com/news/government/local/article_cf479978-91f0-11e9-9263-6bb
8bcc94e30.html 

● We also don’t have the bonding capacity to do these very expensive projects. 
We need the Federal and State governments to be involved.  Please talk to your 
state legislators and our federal representatives!  Andria’s contact information: 
andria.mcclellan@norfolk.gov  757-664-4268. 

● Next Meeting:  August 19 (social); September 16 (general business meeting) 
● Announcements:  

a. Larchmont Rat Race September 27 – please mark your calendars.  
b. A forum on gentrification in Norfolk (with a focus on the St. Paul’s quadrant) will 

be held on August 22, at 6:30 pm at the First Presbyterian Church on Colonial 
Avenue.  

c. Monarch Way Summer Fest:  Beginning June 29th on Monarch Way, with bands, 
etc.  Bring your lawn chairs – admission is free.  Venue:  47st at Monarch Way to 
41th street. 

● The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gail Nicula 
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