
Larchmont Edgewater Civic League – June General Meeting 
21 June 2018 

 
I.  Call to order.  President Nate Kinnison called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
II. Reading and approval of April meeting minutes. President Kinnison briefly reviewed 

the April meeting.  Minutes were approved as submitted. 
III. Reports of standing committees 

a. Neighborhood Watch – Chuck Davis 
i. CRO/ODU Crime Stats 

1. Officer Josh White.  Last two months have been busy.  Officer 
White has just moved into the neighborhood.  He noted that the 
neighborhood is very dark, and suggests we leave our porch lights 
on at night. Two stolen vehicles, both recovered.  He and his 
partner are adjusting their hours to better deal with vehicle 
larcenies. If you notice that street lights are out, call Norfolk Cares 
(664-6510).  Two burglaries, including one yesterday, 6200 block 
of Hampton Blvd, through a back window.  If you see something 
unusual, notify the police.  If we see police pushing lawnmowers 
through the neighborhood, Office White recommends that we 
think twice before giving them any money.  It is very likely that 
they are casing the neighborhood.  

2. Office Pate, ODU.    She reviewed crime stats.  Remember that 
school is out, kids are going to be walking around the 
neighborhood, keep your doors and vehicles locked.  Keep your 
porch lights on.  Curfew is 11:00 p.m.   You can call ODU Police if 
you see kids wandering around the neighborhood after curfew. 

ii. Street Lights.  Chuck Davis has posted on our civic league website how to 
petition for new streetlights.  Must have 50% of residents on your block 
to get an additional streetlight. 

b. Treasurer’s Report – Cornelia Johnson.  Balance:  $9864.18. 
c. Codes Enforcement – G.M. Ziller.  Remember to call 664-6510 if you want to 

report a codes issue. 
d. Marketing and Web – Nate Kinnison 

i. Still looking for a newsletter content editor and a Facebook page editor. 
ii. Community Partnerships:  Hampton Blvd. Farmers Market; Hair of the 

Dog Eatery; Norfolk Collegiate School and PTAs from LES, Blair, Maury 
and St. Patrick’s. 

IV. Unfinished Business and General Orders (None) 
V. New Business 

a. John Stevenson, Senior Transportation Program Manager, Dept. of Public Works, 
City of Norfolk discussed a proposal to make Westmoreland Avenue from Bolling 
Avenue to Monroe Place one way.  Extending a one-way traffic pattern from 
Bolling Ave to Monroe Place would: (1) Provide a safer environment for students 
who walk to St Patrick’s Catholic School and Larchmont Elementary School; (2) 
Limit the potential use of the private alley adjacent to Westmoreland Avenue by 



the motoring public.  Comments from members included the following: 
On-street parking on Westmoreland is a problem.  What about making 
Westmoreland one way during certain times only (Mr. Stevenson:  That would 
be an enforcement challenge).  Question:  Why can’t St. Patrick’s put a sidewalk 
on the side of Westmoreland?  Answer:  Insufficient right of way.   City standard 
for sidewalks that directly abut a street is six feet.  Question:  Will this add traffic 
to Monroe, Bolling, Rockbridge?  Would additional stop signs help?  Could some 
parking be eliminated (on one side of the street or another)?  Could Buckingham 
and Monroe be a 4-way stop?  That would help slow down drivers on Monroe. 
Neighbors who live on Monroe have seen numerous near-accidents involving 
children.  One constraint:  City Council only votes on ordinances every other 
meeting and they meet less frequently in the summer.  Motion:  That the Civic 
League approve Westmoreland being one-way with the caveat that there be a 
four-way stop sign at Buckingham and Monroe.  Motion seconded.  Discussion: 
There is a feeder road behind the apartments by the garages – this is a private 
road, but parents would likely use it to make a u-turn so that they can get back 
to Bolling.  Mr. Stevenson can approach St. Patrick’s administration to see if they 
would be willing to work with parents to discourage this.  Amended and 
seconded motion:  The civic league will approve a one-way street along 
Westmoreland northbound between Bolling and Monroe Place contingent upon 
a 4-way stop sign being installed at Buckingham and Monroe Place.  Objection 
from the floor:  With so many comments, questions, and so many people not 
present at the civic league meeting, we need more representation.  Mr. Kinnison 
ruled that we have enough people at the meeting to proceed. Vote:  18 in favor; 
1 opposed; 1 abstention. 

b. Presentation by Rachel Bellis, Manager of Local Affairs, Cruelty Investigations 
Dept., PETA.  757.962.8232.  Ms. Bellis has been with PETA for slightly over 5 
years.  Locally, PETA offers a variety of services to the community.  PETA has a 
mobile van that goes through the community stocked with pet supplies.  They 
have field workers who are on the road 7 days/week trying to help animals and 
educate people on how to take care of their animals.  They also have a disaster 
response team whose members helped most recently in Texas and Puerto Rico. 
They also have an adoption program and adoption events.  They work with the 
regional SPCAs and animal shelters.  They have a mobile spay and neuter clinic. 
They spay/neuter pit bulls for free.   They partner with NRHA and spay/neuter 
animals in selected neighborhoods for free.  They also offer animal euthanasia 
on a donation basis.  They do not turn away animals in need.  They offer 
veterinary care through their mobile clinics and as needed through office visits. 
They would love additional volunteers.  They have a volunteer party every 
Thursday from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Contact Rachel if you are interested. 

c. Traffic on Hampton Blvd.  April 21st truck overturned at Bolling and Hampton 
Blvd.  It was the date of the LES Carnival.  Trucks are restricted from driving on 
Hampton Blvd. from 4 p.m. – 6 a.m., but these hours are not universally 
respected.  We would like to have a joint civic league meeting to discuss this 
issue.  Mr. Chuck Davis recapped the meeting he attended at the 3rd Police 



Precinct when City Traffic Engineer Robert Brown addressed this issue, in part. 
City Council has authorized that Public Works evaluate the safety of truck traffic 
on Hampton Blvd.  This evaluation is currently underway.  The city is somewhat 
constrained by the fact that Hampton Blvd is on the National Highway System 
(NHS).  Question:  What is the timeline for input?  Answer:  Not yet established. 
Recommendation:  Contact our Council members Courtney Doyle and Andrea 
McClellan.  Suggestion:  Invite them to our next meeting.  Question:  Where can 
we find more information about the NHS?  Mr. Brown will send Mr. Kinnison a 
link.  One option is better enforcement.  Comment: “I’ve never seen a truck 
stopped by a police officer.”  Question:  Who has ultimate responsibility for 
traffic on Hampton Blvd?  Answer:  The city.  How do we coordinate with the 
Port so they don’t go through our neighborhood?  Response:  Already done. 
That’s why the time restrictions were imposed.  Additional information:  Some 
trucks are allowed to be on Hampton Blvd during restricted hours by permit. 

d. Stop sign on Powhatan @ Walnut Hill.  No one at meeting to discuss. 
e. RAT Race:  September 28, 2018.  Registration is open now.  There will be 

information on our website. 
VI. Announcements: 

a. Future civic league meetings: August 16, October 18, December 12. 
b. Judge Robert Stewart:  If you are a person who has been told you need exercise, 

ODU has two great programs.  TEMPO (Therapeutic Exercise to Maximize Patient 
Outcomes) is offered on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (7 a.m -11); Forever Fit 
is offered on Tuesday and Thursday (9:30 – 11).  Fee is $25.00/month.  These 
programs aren’t for athletes, but rather for everyday folks!  Mr. Johnny Cruz, the 
graduate assistant from the program, also spoke about these programs and 
brought flyers.  The programs are sponsored by ODU’s Wellness Institute and 
Research Center. The TEMPO Program is specifically for people with heart 
conditions, diabetes.  Participants must be 60 or older.  One focus area in 
particular:  Working on balance to prevent falls and fall risks.  Call 757-683-6407 
for more information. 

c. On July 1, at 4 p.m., there will be a free patriotic concert at Second Presbyterian 
Church, Hampton Blvd. 

VII. Motion to adjourn:  8:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Gail Nicula, Secretary 

 


